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COMMENT       August 2018 
 

“WHEN THE FUN STOPS…” 
 

September has arrived and the football season is well and truly 

launched. Once again, the screens of the nation are filled with 

players kicking the ball, each other and themselves when they miss 

an easy chance. 
 

On commercial television, easy chances are depicted as a myriad 

of opportunities to increase the thickness of one’s wallet by the 

simple act of forecasting the future and sharing that knowledge with 

a friendly betting firm set up just to increase your wealth. 
 

Even staid old Auntie cannot avoid the visual references because by 

showing football at all, they have to show players wearing shirts and 

nine out of the 20 Premier league teams have gambling company 

shirt sponsors. Thus ‘Match of the Day’, broadcast on non-

commercial channels BBC 1 and 2 shows gambling logos on average 

of 241 times during the course of a programme and they appear on 

screen for 30% of the broadcast. Advertising to children is banned, 

but shirt sponsorship gets around it and partly as a result, 370,000 

children in the age group 11–16 gamble with their own money. 
 

So, there is no seasonal relief from being bombarded by these same 

companies that have been working on our cupidity throughout the 

cricket season, presenting the gullible with another chance to win 

every ball, or recoup their losses this time. And indeed, every sport 

that draws a sufficient number of spectators who may wonder at the 

outcome and think that they know, is up for grabs. 

 

Gambling is booming in Britain, as it is in the rest of the world and the 

wealth to be made by the industry naturally attracts ever more 

Our Church Family encourages everyone… 

• To come to worship God who loves us 

• To follow Jesus Christ our Saviour 

• To grow in fellowship, joy and love, and 

• To go out, share the Good News and serve in the world. 
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unscrupulous people to its ranks. These, not content with fixing the 

odds in their favour anyway, are not averse to employing the power 

of money to corrupt so that their income continues to pour in. 
 

British gamblers are now losing £11 billion a year to gambling 

companies even while they are being told how a touch on their 

smartphone will enhance their odds (not to be confused with 

winnings) and how easy it is to cash out when it favours them. There 

are 430,000 problem gamblers in the UK. (Gambling Commission). 

“When the fun stops, stop” is feeble advice to a gambler in the throes 

of an addiction, who is not gambling for fun but because of a 

compulsion stronger than his reason. 
 

My own attitude to gambling formed in my early teens. I had a 

relation who worked on the Pleasure Beach at Southport. Through 

him, I obtained a Saturday job on a stall there to supplement my 

spends. Compared with Blackpool, Southport in those days was 

much staider, and the town’s Pleasure Beach didn’t allow Sunday 

opening. However, a one day per week job was still worthwhile 

taking, in spite of the return train fare. 
 

In the two summer seasons I was there, I saw enough to put me off 

gambling for life as I encouraged people with more money than 

sense to part with both in the hope of ‘winning’ a cheap stuffed 

animal next time, or maybe to impress a girl. 
 

When I was old enough, I got a school holiday job at Lewis’s in 

Manchester selling children’s socks to young mothers – much more 

respectable! (The job and them.) Much later, I worked with a man 

who was a responsible factory manager, but he couldn’t settle down 

to a day’s work until he had picked his horses and placed his bet with 

the factory ‘runner’. He only remembered his winning bets and could 

always tell you how much he had won, but never how much he had 

lost. 
 

Gambling is insidious, ruins lives, breaks up families, impoverishes 

society, encourages corruption, serves no useful purpose. Don’t start 

it, don’t do it and if you are hooked, seek help to give it up. 
 

Arnold Samuels 
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On 21st July we held a Bond themed Murder 

Mystery Dinner and used the occasion to say 

our social farewells to Rev John…in more 

ways than he knew, because he was also our 

murder victim! 

 

The following night, Sunday 22nd July, we all met as a Circuit at PMC 

and said a more formal farewell to Rev John and to Rev Amanda 

Boon who was also moving on, in her case to ‘sit down’. 

 

Taking the Bond Dinner as his pattern, Rev John’s reply to our 

presentation was couched in one of his very clever themed 

monologues and we reproduce it here for the benefit of those who 

were unable to attend the Circuit Service: 

 

“The name’s Bond...  

Last night we held a James Bond themed farewell get together and 

I wondered if I might be able to say my little farewell at the circuit 

service this evening in honour of those films but to be honest the 

thought scared The Living Daylights out of me and would possible 

only offer you all a Quantum of Solace. 

 

Unlike President Trump I did not receive help in obtaining my position 

here; help from Vladimir sent From Russia with Love, so no one can 

point their Goldfinger at me. Neither was I forced here by The Man 

with The Golden Gun taking A View to a Kill, threatening to reveal 

secrets For Your Eyes Only about The Spy Who Loved Me. I simply had 

to pass the medical given by Dr No. 

 

Whilst here I have attempted to be a good Methodist minister.  I have 

simply tried to Live and Let Die. As such I tried not to bring my vocation 

into disrepute. I’ve never be seen drinking or gambling in Hazel 

Grove’s latest attraction the Casino Royale; I mean, I never really 

even play the lottery and certainly not the latest Thunderball. 

 

In the past five years it’s been good to work across the circuit and 

ecumenically, especially with the man who had eight cats or 

Octopussy you might say. They each have nine lives but as a 

http://revjwise.blogspot.com/2018/07/22nd-july-names-bond.html
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Christian, unlike Hindus or Buddhists, You Only Live Twice, once here 

and now and once for eternity because through faith Tomorrow 

Never Dies. 

 

Unlike those working On Her Majesty's Secret Service, who often 

require a Golden Eye, I was given a licence to marry rather than a 

Licence to Kill, and every Sunday I have led acts of worship where 

sometimes the message has fallen flat and the response has been 

limited but I have survived to Die Another Day and will hopefully 

continue until the Skyfall’s in and all that is left is a mere Spectre of 

my presence. 

 

Knowing that I will be part of a garden church community in 

Nottingham East I hope that no one has bought me a spade a 

lawnmower or even a Moonraker.   Sometimes The World Is Not 

Enough and it’s time to move on. They say that Diamonds Are Forever 

but unfortunately my stay here isn't. Will I return to lead worship here 

in the future, who knows? Let's just say I’ll Never say Never.... again.” 

 

 

GREEN CLOSE HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE 
 

SUNDAY 9th SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

Afternoon at 2:30pm 

 

Preacher: Rev Ian Coverdale 

 

A warm welcome is extended to everyone 

 

Tea available after the Service 
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HOUSES FOR HAITI 
 

Somehow in the period between Herald issues, ‘A House for Haiti’ has 

become ‘Houses for Haiti’. I don’t know whether this reflects Christian 

Aid’s ongoing programme of house building in Haiti; or maybe it’s the 

PMC H4H Group’s enthusiasm and eternal optimism in the generosity 

of PMC’s community and its ability to recognise a good cause when 

they see it. 

 

We planned to build a model house as a 

fund raiser and when this Herald appears 

and in time for the first Sunday in 

September, there will be a model kit in 

church for bricks to be added for a 

donation of £38 each. Of course, you can 

donate smaller sums – or larger if you wish – 

you don’t have to buy a brick to contribute 

to the overall fund. This, we reckon will raise the target sum of £7,500 

by the time the house is complete. (By the end of July, we had 

already raised the magnificent sum of £2,135, so we have made a 

good start.) Donors are invited to decorate their own brick(s) so that 

when the house is complete, it will look bright and colourful. 

Eventually, we will donate it to our Preschool. 

 

Stephen Dawson has produced a web page at: 

http://www.poyntonmethodist.org/H4H Once the house is in place in 

church we'll add a picture of this to the web-site and use it to keep 

you updated on progress. 

 

The right-hand noticeboard in the foyer used for ‘Seasons of my Soul’ 

will be given over to news and a display of all things Haiti. 

 

The Christian Aid website about Haiti is: 

 https://www.christianaid.org.uk/about-us/where-we-work/haiti 

and this contains all sorts of information about their work there. 

 

Just to remind you, the PMC H4H Group is Richard Baker, Mandy 

Hawkyard, Chris Hawkyard, Jean Drinkwater, David Garrett, Judy 
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Gibbons, John Lunt and Arnold Samuels. Please talk to them and ask 

questions and make comments because we’d like to think we could 

have the whole congregation behind this project to make a real 

difference to the lives of this poverty-stricken people. As always, your 

suggestions will be most welcome. 

 

The first of our fund-raising lunches on the 

first Sunday in each month will be a 

barbecue here at PMC on 2nd September. 

Please sign up on the sheet in the Foyer so 

that we will know the numbers for catering 

purposes. We are planning that each 

month’s Sunday Lunch will be a different 

type of meal so that you don’t get bored with eating. 

 

On Saturday 1st December, we have booked Springs Dance 

Company to perform ‘Journey of 

the Magi’ at PMC and we will need 

a full house to raise a reasonable 

contribution to the H4H fund. 

“Journey of the Magi is a sparkling 

production of dance, theatre, song and 

poetry. Entertaining, powerful and 

compelling, Journey of the Magi is 

back - and it’s as festive, witty and 

poignant as ever.”  

 

More details later. 

 

Please make cheques payable 

to Poynton Methodist Church 

and write ‘Houses for Haiti’ on 

the back. 

 

If you are a UK tax payer and 

wish to Gift Aid your donation so 

that we can claim the tax back, 

please ask for a Gift Aid form. 
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SUNDAY SERVICES AT POYNTON 
IN SEPTEMBER 

 
SUNDAY SERVICES AT GREEN CLOSE 

IN SEPTEMBER 

 

HC Holy Communion  CS Circuit Service 

 

Woodlands       11.00am. 9th September  Theo Eaves  

    14th October  Chris Hawkyard 

    11th November Alan Rashleigh 

  

Date 10.30am UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 

2nd Sept 9.00am Med Rev Wesley Loane HC 

9th Rev Ian Coverdale 

16th 9.00am Rev John Payne 

HC 

Catharine Hughes 

Mosaic 

16th CS at PMC: Welcome to Rev Ian Coverdale and 

Rev Wesley Loane 

23rd Theo Eaves 

30th Phil Maltby 

7th October 9.00am Med Rev Wesley Loane HC 

Date 2.30 pm 

2nd Sept Rev Wesley Loane HC 

9th Rev Ian Coverdale Harvest 

16th Stewart Blackledge 

16th CS at PMC: Welcome to Rev Ian Coverdale and 

Rev Wesley Loane 

23rd Rev Wesley Loane 

30th Catharine Hughes 

7th October Rev Wesley Loane HC 

Our Church Family encourages everyone to 
Come to worship God who loves us… 
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PRAYER 

There are many opportunities for prayer in our church and 

you will be very welcome to join any of the following 

groups: - 

 

Midday prayers are said every weekday in the church 

prayer corner at 12.00 noon. There is a prayer list on the 

cupboard door near the front entrance. Jean Drinkwater 

would be happy to add your name to our rota. 

 

MEDITATION 
 

There will be a time of silent meditation on the 

first Sunday in each month at 9.00am. After 30 

minutes of reflection, we share our thoughts if 

we feel able. We invite you to come along to 

a different experience of God’s presence. All 

are welcome. Next time it is on 2nd September 

and 7th October. 

 

WEEKDAY WORSHIP 
 

The first Tuesday in September is 4th. There 

will be a service at noon on that day 

followed by a simple lunch. All are very 

welcome to this 30min service that caters 

for shoppers, passers-by and everyone 

who is available and wishes to take an extra opportunity to worship. 

 

THURSDAY COMMUNION 

 

This is always on the third Thursday of the 

month at midday followed by a light lunch. 

See you there on 20th September.  
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PRAYER GROUP 
Meets every Tuesday morning at 9.45am and 

on the third Tuesday (18th September) at 

9.00am in the Kingfisher where we hold a 

prayer breakfast. This group is growing - why 

not join us? 

 

HARVEST AT EMMANUEL 
 - A LITTLE REMINDER! 

The cooler weather has reminded me that 

autumn is approaching and before that 

we will be celebrating Harvest. The 

Emmanuel Church in Salford is being 

called upon more and more to support 

families in their community. The 

government’s introduction of Universal 

Credit has reduced the income of many 

families by 40%, therefore a greater 

number of the elderly, children and young 

people are living in poverty.  Please, let us bless the church to help 

them meet this need! 

The van has been booked! A team is ready to organise your gifts! The 

challenge is on! 
FILL THAT VAN!  

We need:  

• Tinned goods such as meat, fish, fruit and vegetables 

(preferably ring pull). 

• Dried staple foods such as rice, pasta, tea and coffee.   

• Soap, toothpaste, toilet rolls and most importantly, sanitary 

towels. 

Please start to collect items now by taking advantage of deals in our 

local shops and supermarkets.  If you are unable to store goods in the 

coming weeks please bring them to the church and give them to 

me.  A space will be found.  

 

Love in Christ, Erica Evans  
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‘When is it Right to Die?’ by Joni Eareckson Tada. A comforting and 

surprising look at death and dying (updated 2018). Published by 

Zondervan at £10.99. 

 

Many Christians are committed to upholding the dignity 

of life at the very beginning of life, but we face serious 

choices at the end of life too and Joni helps us to think 

about these scripturally, carefully and above all, 

prayerfully. Here is a voice that very much needs to 

heard. 

 

One thing I really like about this book is that after each chapter there 

are questions for discussion and reflection. This really makes you think 

and say, “What would I do?” 

 

Joni is a disabled person who had an accident in 1967 and was left 

quadriplegic. She has had a wheelchair for fifty years and she knows 

what it is like to suffer and to wrestle with the issue of assisted suicide. 

She has also sat by the bedside of her dying father and asked, “Why 

shouldn’t we spare loved ones pain if we can?” Here she helps you 

to make difficult decisions with the hope of a caring God. 

 

One section of the book explains the words ‘euthanasia’, ‘death with 

dignity’ and ‘the right to die’ There is a piece about Down’s 

Syndrome which mentions that when this is confirmed through the 

amniocentesis test, 90% of the time the baby is aborted. I think of the 

three Down’s Syndrome adults I know and the way they enjoy life, 

and I am very sad. 

 

Our Church Family encourages everyone to 
Follow Jesus Christ Our Saviour… 



 12 

I like the comment by Corrie Ten Boom quoted in the book, “With 

Jesus even in our darkest moments, the best remains…the very best 

is yet to be.” 

 

One of the things that angers Joni is mentioned in the book. It is the 

way assisted suicide has been sanitised, softened and reinterpreted 

by our politicians and by popular culture. Death before its time is still 

death and it is still wrong. Also, it grieves The Lord of Life. Life is a 

precious gift of the Living God. 

 

In this book, Joni shares her own personal journey of choosing life – 

giving an alternative to assisted suicide. I highly recommend this 

book. 

 

 

“A Prophet with Honour” – The Billy Graham Story (Updated 2018). By 

William C Martin Published by Zondervan at £22.84 (Hardback). 

 

The name of Billy Graham will evoke, for those readers of a certain 

age, memories of his Crusades at places such as Harringay, Wembley 

and Liverpool, where, over several decades, he filled stadiums, 

arenas and churches for days on end. He proclaimed the Gospel 

message to thousands. with fervour, fiery rhetoric and lively music, 

 

However, he was not without his critics from those within the 

Established Church, who clearly saw him as a threat to the status quo. 

An insight into those ranged against him and the 1954 Greater 

London Crusade (Harringay), was illustrated when in 1952 he held a 

rally for 700 clergymen at Westminster, to confront their fears and 

reservations about the proposed full-scale Crusade. The British 

Council of Churches chose not to accept his invitation and the (then) 

Archbishop of Canterbury left everybody in no doubt about his 

reservations. 

 

The book is part biographical, part political and part theological. It is 

comprehensively researched mainly from within the Billy Graham 

archives and the US Presidential and other White House archives. 
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It looks at a wide range of relationships from US Presidents (Johnson, 

Kennedy & Reagan), Cliff Burrows and other evangelicals, such as 

Alexander Haraszti. It is interesting to understand the invitation to Billy 

Graham to the USSR from the government, where he was able to 

meet Baptists, Jews and Orthodox congregations, without 

(seemingly) major restrictions placed on him. 

 

It is a large tome consisting of 700 pages of narrative and 100 pages 

of notes, bibliography and indices – it is a read requiring great 

endurance and concentration! Also, it weighs nearly 2lbs, therefore 

may be difficult for many to hold – clearly it is easier on the biceps 

and pocket in Kindle format at £12.99. 

 

While much of it is interesting there is a problem in trying to follow, as 

there does not appear to be any discernible or logical sequence to 

timelines or topics. This is not helped by the disconcerting practice in 

the notes of only giving page numbers - there is no specific 

identification as to what the notes refer. I will admit to ignoring them 

eventually, because at 2lb in weight and trying to juggle arthritic 

fingers in two different places, I was discouraged. 

 

However, the book does give a great insight into the man. Billy 

Graham started his working life as a brush salesman; he was 

successful because he believed in the product he was selling. He 

observed later, “Sincerity is the biggest part of selling anything, 

including the Christian plan of salvation.” Whatever else you may 

think of the way in which he proclaimed the Gospel message, 

nobody could doubt his sincerity, the keystone of all preaching. 

 

The book also looks at the work of the Billy Graham Evangelistic 

Association. However, is it a book to be recommended for general 

readership or for use as an academic reference book? This is a poser: 

on balance I must opt for the latter as it did not excite me in the way 

I expected, as the style of writing was too serious! 

 

Alan Rashleigh 
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HYMNOLOGY ON A MONDAY MORNING - 34 

 

“Abide with me” StF 141; HP 665; MP 4. 

 

This is a hymn which evokes memories for many of us: of choirboys 

singing on Remembrance Day, or of the crowd singing at the Cup 

Final at Wembley. It is words by Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847) and a 

tune by William Henry Monk (1823-1889) which can be picked up by 

a crowd without a hymn book in sight. 

 

Lyte, born in Scotland and educated in Ireland, won poetry prizes, 

and by the age of 21 had become an Anglican priest. 

 

His first charge was in Ireland and he sat with a neighbouring priest 

who was dying. The dying man was in great distress because he 

could no longer believe in the eternal love of God. 

 

While Lyte was reading to his friend the account in Luke's gospel of 

the travellers on the road to Emmaus, he suddenly found new 

meaning in it. From then on, although his own physical health began 

to fail, Lyte felt spiritually liberated. 

 

Later he moved to the Devonshire village of Brixham, where he held 

the post of perpetual curate working tirelessly for the poor, and was 

a supporter of the movement to abolish the slave trade. 

 

References: Matthew 28.20. Luke 24.29. Romans 8.37-39. 

1 Corinthians 15. 

 

Theo Eaves 
This article contains extracts from ‘The Nation’s Favourite Hymns’ 2004 by 

Andrew Barr published by Lion Publishing. Used with permission of Lion 

Hudson plc 
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Conference Business 
Digest A report for local 
churches 
about the business of 
the 2018 Methodist 
Conference 
Please share this with the office 
The 2018 Methodist Conference, 
University of Nottingham: 
Presbyteral Session 28-29 June; 
Representative Session 30 June-5 
July. 

www.methodist.org.uk/conference 
 

Presidential addresses 
The Revd Michaela A Youngson was inducted as President and Mr Bala 
Gnanapragasam as Vice-President of the Conference. ‘Radical Grace’ was 
the theme chosen by the President for her address, with the Vice-
President exploring ‘Transforming Hope’ in his address. 
• You can download and watch the President’s and Vice-President’s 
address in full by following the links on 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/  
 
Ordinations of presbyters and deacons 
38 presbyters and five deacons were received into Full Connexion on 
Sunday morning during Conference Worship, along with four presbyters 
by transfer. Later that day ordination services took place in seven venues 
across the region. 
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Ministry in the Methodist Church 
This major report considered the nature and understanding of ministry 
within the Church and how this might change in the future. It included a 
draft Conference Statement setting out the Church’s understanding of 
ministry, as well as a discussion of questions raised in recent years and on 
which further work is being done. 
The draft Statement will now be made available widely for study and 
discussion, before a final version is brought for approval to the 
Conference in 2020. 
 

Mission and Ministry in Covenant 
The Conference, in receiving a report that had been welcomed by the 
Church of England’s General Synod in February, directed further work be 
undertaken on proposals for bringing the Methodist Church and the 
Church of England into closer communion with one another. 
A report will be brought to the 2019 Conference. The Bishop of Aston, the 
Rt Revd Anne Hollinghurst, and the Bishop of Carlisle, the Rt Revd James 
Newcombe, addressed the Conference. 
The Revd Hollinghurst said: “I believe the proposals would take down 
barriers between us without weakening the boundaries that give our two 
Churches their distinctive shape, and their distinctive life in the family of 
faith.” 
The Reader’s Guide about the proposals is available on the Connexional 
website. 
 

Marriage and Relationships 
The Marriage and Relationships Task Group delivered an interim report 
and the Conference agreed a change to the way in which the group will 
complete its work. After discussion of issues raised by the draft report in 
workshops, and long and respectful debate on the floor of the 
Conference, the Task Group will produce a further report containing a 
number of key theological arguments and recommendations. This report 
will be brought to the 2019 Conference and, subject to acceptance, will be 
referred to the District Synods of the Church for a year-long process of 
consideration. The 2020 Conference will then make a final decision, with 
any provision implemented with immediate effect. 
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Training and the Learning Network 
The Conference received a report from the Methodist Council on the 
shape and nature of training in the Methodist Church. It affirmed the 
importance of Circuits supporting formation and learning as part of a 
‘learning Church’ and noted work already being undertaken to revise ways 
of working within the Learning Network and to redefine regional forums. 
The Ministries Committee will give further consideration to increasing the 
initial period of ministerial formation, while the Secretary of the 
Conference will take forward discussions with centres of scholarship 
outside of our current training institutions. 
 

The Call to Holiness: From Glory to Glory 
The Call to Holiness: From Glory to Glory is the 10th report of the Joint 
International Commission for Dialogue between the World Methodist 
Council (WMC) and the Roman Catholic Church. It investigates how 
Catholics and Methodists understand “the nature and effect of divine 
life.” The Conference commended the report to the Methodist people for 
study and discussion. A copy is available from the WMC website: 
bit.ly/call-to-holiness 
 

3Generate 
The annual children and youth assembly, which continues to grow, 
received agreement from the Conference to encourage all churches, 
Circuits and Districts to engage in the Year of Testimony in 
2019/2020, recognising the importance of speaking about God, faith and 
of sharing stories. The Conference also urged churches to build 
relationships with MPs to explore issues of justice and social action, and 
for every District to commit to an action to challenge injustice which will 
be shared with the wider Connexion. 
 

Connexional finances and allowances 
The Conference received the Statement of Connexional Finances for 
2016/2017 and adopted the Connexional Central Services Budget for 
three years commencing 2018/2019, which covers all planned income to, 
and expenditure from, the connexionally-held funds that are administered 
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via the Methodist Council. The budget for income in 2018/2019 is £37.2m 
and the expenditure £42.7m, a net deficit of 
almost £5.5m. This reflects a deliberate policy of reducing reserves on 
some funds by releasing additional amounts for grants. 
The Revd Tim Swindell, Connexional Treasurer, told the Conference that 
£370m was held in reserves by Districts, Circuits and churches, the 
equivalent of £80,000 for each church or £1 million for each Circuit. He 
added that the Church needed a “new generation of Christian 
entrepreneurs,” who are willing to “take a risk to invest and share in the 
gospel.” 
Mr Swindell referred to the summary Review of the Year 2016/2017 
which can be read and downloaded here: bit.ly/mc-review-16-17 
• The Methodist Church Fund (MCF) assessment for 2018/2019 is 
budgeted at £13.4m, in line with a previous decision to restrict increases 
to 1% per annum. 
• Using the formula agreed by the Conference, the level of increase in the 
standard stipend will be 2.55%. 
 
The Methodist Council 
The Council is charged with responsibility to keep in constant review the 
life of the Church, to study its work and witness throughout the 
Connexion, to advise on changes to make the work of the Church more 
effective, and to give it spiritual leadership. Along with other matters 
detailed in this Digest, the Council reported to the Conference and 
received its approval as necessary for the following: 
• Methodist Church House in London will be rebuilt at an estimated cost 
of £22.5m, to be self-financing and funded from a bank loan. 
• Grants from the Joseph Rank Trust totalling £556,500 had been received 
in 2017, for which the gratitude of the Church was expressed. 
• The Methodist Schools Committee was tasked to develop a schools’ 
educational strategy for the Church, reporting to the Conference in 2020. 
• Additional legal and property support will be made available for 
managing trustees, through measures including changes within the 
Connexional Team and to the working practices of the Trustees for 
Methodist Church Purposes (TMCP). 
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Safeguarding 
The Safeguarding Committee reported a move towards the completion of 
the last remaining cases from the Past Cases Review (PCR) and also on the 
restructuring of the team to deliver a new professional casework 
supervision structure for District Safeguarding Officers (DSOs). Support to 
individuals continues in a number of ways including casework, 
professional counselling and formal responses. 
 

Ministries Committee 
The Conference adopted a report proposing increased flexibility in the 
training of worship leaders and a ‘peer review’ of all local preachers every 
three years. In light of a review on the purpose, frequency and duration of 
ministerial sabbaticals, the Conference determined that a minister’s first 
sabbatical should be taken after seven years rather than ten. An update 
was provided on proposals for local lay ministry to be supported by 
training offered under the Apprenticeship scheme, along with updates on 
Fresh Expressions and Venture FX. 
 

District Reviews 
The Conference approved a process for District Reviews directing that the 
process should have appropriate links to support the development of 
district mission plans. The proposed outline, which affords flexibility 
depending on the local context, is for each District to undertake a review 
every three to five years. 
 

Joint Advisory Committee on the Ethics of Investment (JACEI) 
JACEI reported that much of its work over the past year has been to tackle 
the ongoing issue of climate change, and that further work has been 
undertaken on tax justice, modern slavery and the welfare of 
farm animals. 
A specific report outlined the Central Finance Board’s (CFB) methodology 
to assess businesses against the Paris Agreement on climate change, to 
help decide on further engagement or potential disinvestment. 
 

Faith and Order 
The Conference adopted a policy stating that those presiding at the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper are not permitted to invite participation 
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through electronic means, such as the Internet or social media. Faith and 
Order will continue to look at the theology of online life and Christian 
experience. The committee also reported that it had now produced 
alternative liturgical resources for baptism, available from the Methodist 
website: bit.ly/additional-liturgies 
 

Memorials 
Memorials are messages from Circuit Meetings and District Synods to the 
Conference. They play a vital part in enabling the Conference to hear and 
to respond to concerns from across the Connexion. 
This year the Conference considered and replied to 28 Memorials on 
topics including: 
• Lessening the burden of the annual submission of figures for the 
reporting of Statistics for Mission. 
• Urging Methodists to engage with the Community Sponsorship 
programme to offer sanctuary to families from Syria. 
• Calling on the British government to cease arms sales to Saudi Arabia 
and for a solution to the war in Yemen. 
• For the Methodist Church to reduce its use of plastic. 
• A reaffirmation of the Church’s abhorrence of anti-Semitism, noting the 
75th anniversary of the founding of the Council of Christians and Jews. 
 

Notices of Motion 
The Conference debated and adopted a variety of Notices of Motion 
(items of business put forward during the Conference) including: 
• Reviewing Standing Orders relating to the role and training of church 
stewards and lay leaders. 
• Identifying possible pilot projects for ministerial training on local 
courses. 
• Identifying key issues to ensure that people who are intersex or 
transgender are included within the life of the Church. 
• Asking individuals, churches and the Methodist Council to lobby 
Parliament about the injustices caused by the Universal Credit System. 
• Scrutinising circuit profiles so that they better meet the needs of the 
Connexion; dealing with broader stationing issues; ensuring coherence 
with the new Connexional Finance Strategy. 
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• Expressing deep concern at the sharp increase in rough sleeping and 
homelessness in the UK. Evidence will be gathered from Districts on the 
responses from Methodists which will be reported at Spring Synods and 
via the Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT). 
• Expressing outrage that human trafficking still exists, allowing humans 
to be traded even in the UK. The Methodist Council will appoint a task 
group with JPIT to review existing resources on the issue and to produce 
new ones. 
• Making prayer resources available for churches for September’s UN 
meeting about refugees and displaced people. 
• Writing to the Israeli Ambassador demanding that the Israeli Army 
observe international law with regards to firing on unarmed civilians; for 
church members to contact their MPs asking for the blockade of Gaza to 
end and for the Israeli Government to adhere to international law with 
regard to protests; to observe the World Methodist Council’s seven days 
of prayer for Gaza and the Holy Land (1-7 July). 
 

Notable anniversaries 
• This year is MHA’s 75th anniversary and activities are taking place to 
celebrate this. A Service of Thanksgiving will be held in Derby Cathedral 
on Saturday 13 October 2018. 
• In 2016/2017, All We Can estimated that 922,507 people had benefited 
directly or indirectly from its development programmes, with 71,887 
receiving emergency assistance including food, medicine and shelter. All 
We Can increased its income by 26% in 2016/2017 to £3.011m, of which 
82.6% was spent on charitable activities. 
• A video was shown to the Conference highlighting the work 
of Methodist Ministers’ Housing Society (MMHS) which is celebrating its 
70th anniversary. Worship resources, including a new hymn, are available 
from mmhs.org.uk/worship 
 

Reaffirming Our Calling 
The Conference heard that during the last year the Methodist Council, the 
Connexional Leaders’ Forum and the Strategy and Resources Committee 
had considered how Our Calling could be reaffirmed and used as the basis 
for the shaping of Connexional priorities. 
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A discussion paper arising from this work was shared and the Conference 
went into groups to consider: new ideas; the Methodist Way of Life; the 
development and implementation of Circuit Mission Plans; a review of the 
patterns and models of trusteeship; what the Methodist Council might 
need to provide to enable new work to develop. 
The Revd Canon Gareth J Powell, Secretary of the Conference, said: “We 
hope that the affirmation of the Conference will continue to influence and 
steer the thinking of bodies such as the Council and the Strategy and 
Resources Committee in the course of the next year, to ensure that our 
decision-making and thinking is entirely rooted in the life of God and that 
our choices are made in light of the need to be a faithful people of Christ 
today.” 
• To find out more about Our Calling, including a new film that can be 
shared with churches and Circuit Meetings, please visit 
www.methodist.org.uk/ourcalling 
• Posters and banners are available from Methodist Publishing 
www.mph.org.uk 
 

The 2019/2020 President and Vice President 
The Conference designated the Revd Dr Barbara C Glasson to be the 
President and Professor Clive Marsh to be the Vice-President of the 
Methodist Conference 2019/2020. 
 
Appointments and concluding business 
The Conference appointed the Revd Richard M Andrew as Chair for the 
Darlington District from 1 September 2018, and the Revd Helen R Kirk as 
Chair for the Chester and Stoke-on-Trent District, the Revd Kerry W 
Tankard as Chair for the Yorkshire West District and the Revd S Mark 
Slaney as Chair for the Shetland and Scotland District from 1 September 
2019. 
 

Future dates of the Conference 

The Methodist Conference will meet in Birmingham from 27 June – 4 July 
2019, and in Telford from 25 June – 2 July 2020. 
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THE METHODIST CHURCH – 4 
 

“Do you not think that the secret of the extraordinary hold of Methodism 

upon the English poor lies in the strict and intimate communion which 

forms so essential a part of it? Methodism is eminently social…” 

Dora Greenwell 

 

The Local Church 

Local Methodist churches are congregations based on the original 

Methodist 'societies' that met within the Church of England. These 

met initially in people's homes for worship, fellowship, prayer and 

instruction. 

 

Classes 

When they began to gather in larger buildings, Methodists continued 

the practice of meeting in small groups or 'classes' for Bible study, 

prayer and Christian conversation. These intimate support groups 

were very effective at building commitment and a sense of 

belonging. 

 

Membership 

Methodist membership is still held in the 'society' in a certain place - 

it is locally based. All members belong to a 'class' (which may or may 

not meet). Many other people are associated with Methodist 

churches, through attending worship and participating in clubs and 

fellowship groups. 

 

Organisation 

Local churches manage their own affairs (including church property) 

through lay volunteers called Church stewards. But they are 

connected to others in the circuit, and more widely to the district and 

the Methodist Connexion. 

In some places, Methodists have entered into a Local Ecumenical 

Partnership with one or more churches of another denomination. 

 

Worship 

Worship in the local church may be led by the minister who has 
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pastoral charge of the church, but will frequently be conducted by 

a Local Preacher, who is a trained lay person. 

 

Fresh expressions of church 

There is considerable interest in developing new ways of gathering 

as Christians and 'being church' that are more appropriate and 

attractive in the contemporary world. Some Methodist churches are 

moving to a Cell Church concept, which once more highlights the 

crucial importance of the dynamic and holistic small group in 

developing Christian discipleship. 

(see www.freshexpressions.org.uk) 

 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-

church/structure/the-local-church/ 

 

LIFE’S A JOURNEY 
 

You would be forgiven for thinking that I’d like 

to study Root 66, particularly as the cricket 

season drifts deep into September, but the 

study I’ve chosen is Route 66. Described as ‘a 

crash course in navigating life with the bible’ 

the eager and truly devoted will read the 

entire bible before the beginning of Lent. The rest of us will get an 

overview of the bible, and see how God’s story pieces together and 

how it is still relevant to our lives today. 

 

We will start with an introduction on Wednesday 12 September, 

7.30pm in Room 3 at church, then plan to meet roughly fortnightly, 

with a break for Christmas. 

 

Please note: It will be helpful to have a copy of the book Route 66 by 

Krish Kandiah but not essential. Each study will stand alone, so if you 

cannot make one, that doesn’t preclude you coming to any of the 

others. 

 

Catharine Hughes 
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THANK YOU LETTERS 
I did appreciate the lovely flowers brought to me a while ago. 

Many thanks to all concerned. 

Michal McLardy 
 

I would like to say a great big thank you for the flowers so kindly given to us by the Flower Team and 
also to everyone who has asked about Jonny, prayed for him and generally been so supportive to our 
family. Jonny is improving as each day goes by and will, hopefully, make a full recovery in due course. 
Thank you everyone, Christine Ding and family 

     

Many thanks to all at PMC for the beautiful Alstroemeria which Keith kindly delivered to 
me after my accident, to the many friends who visited, for prayers and cards as well as good 
wishes for a speedy recovery. I am pleased to say I am now feeling much better. 
Margaret Meekley 

 
Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers given to me following my 
minor operation.  I really appreciate your thoughtfulness and kindness.  

Love, Linda Proffitt 
 

I wish to thank my church friends very much for your love, prayers, 

cards, flowers and messages in connection with my recent surgery at 

Wythenshawe Hospital - a blip in my health I wasn’t expecting at all. 

I think I caused a lot of concern to family and friends, but I’m glad to 

say my recovery seems to be going well - especially now the weather 

has cooled down considerably. 

Vernice Baker 
 

Many thanks for the prayers, cards, flowers and visits from my friends 

at Poynton Methodist Church. I feel very blessed to belong to such a 

caring fellowship. I am now feeling much better. God bless you all. 

Joyce Deighton  

 

Our Church Family encourages everyone to 
Grow in Fellowship, joy and love…  
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

We are very pleased to share the happy news that Fiona (nee 

Thorp) and Pete Geary have had a baby girl. Born on Sunday 12th 

August, the baby weighed 7lb 3 oz and has blonde curly hair (like 

her mum)! And to quote her Dad “is gorgeous!”.  

Mum and baby are doing well.  

Delighted grandparents Rowena and Peter Thorp.  

 

(Congratulations from PMC to Fiona and Pete and also to Rowena 

and Peter and new uncle Robert) 

 

FLOWER MINISTRY ROTA 
 

September 2018   October 2018 

2nd H Clare & M Moncaster  7th N Garner & B Dixon 

9th M Wilson & C Clarke  14th C & K Thompson 

16th L Baker & B Whittaker  21st N Garner & M. Moran 

23rd P & M Burgess   28th C Hughes & A Court. 

30th D Reid & E Bottrill 

 

Thank you for giving the flowers out every Sunday, so appreciated 

by the people who receive them. 

Sandra Townsend 

*** 

 

 

The Angels are gathering but the host 

needs to grow.  Knitting patterns and 

wool are available in the foyer. The 

more angels we have the more 

people we can bless.  Please will you 

help? 
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INTERIM PASTORAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 

This note is to remind everyone of the points made by Rev John 

Wiseman in his article in the July/August Herald on page 22 about 

arrangements until our new Minister Rev Ros Watson joins us in March 

2019. 
 

Rev John Payne will have overall responsibility for our Poynton and 

Green Close churches relating to Worship and administration – 

contactable particularly via our Stewards. (See back cover). 
 

Rev Wesley Loane, Chaplain at Woodlands MHA Residential Home 

will assume responsibility for Pastoral matters. These arrangements will 

start in September. 
 

Liaising very closely with Wesley will be a ‘team of four’ consisting of 

our three Pastoral Co-ordinators (PCs) namely Jean Drinkwater, 

Noreen Hood and Helen Ives, plus myself.  This team met with Wesley 

and Rev John before he left and we are confident that we are ‘ready 

to go’.  The five of us will continue to meet at regular intervals in the 

following months. 
 

Wesley will not use an office here at PMC, but the team will contact 

him at/via Woodlands.  We want to stress that to avoid duplication, 

contact with Wesley for pastoral matters should as far as possible be 

made only via the ‘team of four’.  Communication should not be a 

problem as we have a number of channels through which concerns 

and requests may be made to the team, for example: 

 Our regular Pastoral Visitors (PVs) as now 

 Prayer group 

 Stewards (who will meet monthly) 

NB. Both of these latter groups already contain PV or PC 

representatives. 
 

In summary, Wesley’s duties cover: 

 Normal pastoral liaison, and with home and hospital visits if 

needed 

 Conduct of Holy Communion on first Sunday in month: 

 (10.30am service at PMC; 2.30pm service at Green Close) 



 28 

Conduct of Holy Communion on third Thursday in month at 

midday 

Conduct of wedding/funeral services (IF he is available: 

otherwise we will refer to Rev John Payne). 
 

There is one further arrangement of which we should all be aware: 

Three lay members at PMC have been trained and are now 

authorised to take Holy Communion into homes – namely Catharine 

Hughes, Phil Maltby and Alan Rashleigh. Please note that this is not a 

completely ‘on demand’ facility – the elements require to be 

consecrated first by an ordained Minister – so this is most likely to be 

in conjunction with, and following after, a planned Communion 

service at church. 
 

So, with your co-operation – indeed all our co-operation – we aim to 

make this as smooth a transition period as possible. Please keep 

being neighbourly and communicating – if we don’t hear, we can’t 

take the supporting action that might be needed. Thank you and 

God bless. 
 

John Turner, Pastoral Secretary 

 

PROPERTY UPDATE 
 

• Repair to exterior side gate.  

• Repair to windows in Room 3 and new restraint bar fitted.  

• Repair to light in Room 4.  

• Leak to main sink in kitchen repaired.  

• Major waste blockage cleared from kitchen sinks to 

pipework in flower cupboard.  

• Repair to retaining catch on main church front door.    

• Repair to child gate into Room 1.    

• Grid replaced outside the Hall office window.  

 

Derek Garner for PMC Property Committee 

 

DIARY DATES 
Regrettably there is no room in this month’s edition, but single sheets 

are available in the foyer as usual.  
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RAINBOWS BRING COLOUR TO THE CHURCH 
 

The 2nd Poynton Rainbows unit meets at 5.00pm each Wednesday at 

the Methodist Church hall. 
 

We have 20 girls in our unit looked after by eight leaders and, since 

January this year, the Rainbows have successfully completed several 

badges and had lots of fun in the process! 
 

We’ve had many highlights, including crafts, sports, games and 

learning much more about the world in general. Early in the year, we 

worked towards the ‘Year of the Dog’ badge, with our Rainbows 

finding out about Chinese New Year and completing dog-themed 

activities. 
 

Local resident and Methodist Church member Jean Drinkwater 

visited the unit with her guide dog Kit. The girls discovered how dogs 

like Kit are trained and the help they give to their blind and partially 

sighted owners. They also learnt that when Kit’s harness was 

removed, they could stroke and pet her as she was no longer ‘on 

duty’! 
 

In May, we completed the ‘Music is Fun’ badge. The leaders brought 

in their own instruments, including trombone, clarinet and violin, and 

performed out of sight of the girls so they had to guess which 

instrument was being played. They learnt how to clap and sing using 

different rhythms and then used these to perform a campfire song to 

their parents. The girls also danced to tunes from Disney’s Lion King. 
 

Looking, learning, laughing and loving all formed part of the ‘All 

about Me’ badge in June. The Rainbows learnt about fitness and 

keeping healthy and had great fun playing a game in pairs and using 

Playdough. They went on a community hunt around Poynton, solving 

clues based on shop signs and finally, made three wishes about their 

hopes and dreams. 
 

We’re now looking forward to the new school year, when we’re sure 

to have plenty of exciting activities and even a trip out! 
 

Effie Cawley, 2nd Poynton Rainbows young leader 
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PMC BOOK GROUP 2018 
 

Following a recommendation by the 2010 Vision Group, a book 

group was started in October of that year. This has evolved into a 

small friendly group which meets at 2.00pm on the second Tuesday 

of (almost) every month at the home of a member. About 80 books 

have been read and discussed; new titles are recommended by 

members in turn. 

 

Rev. John introduced a second book group, where the book titles 

linked in with the themes from Holy Habits, Seasons of my Soul and 

other initiatives. All follow-up discussions took place in Church when 

there was a suitable gap in Rev. John’s busy schedule. He 

encouraged meaningful discussion and guided understanding of 

sometimes challenging texts. 

 

It is hoped to start a new joint venture, merging the two groups on 

Tuesday 11th September. The book chosen for discussion on that day 

is: 

“The Essex Serpent” by Sarah Perry 

This is an award-winning 2016 historical, gothic literary 

work of fiction. Set in Victorian London and an Essex 

village in the 1890s it is enlivened by the debates of 

scientific and medical discovery. The Essex Serpent has 

at its heart the story of two extraordinary people who 

fall for each other, but not in the usual way. 

 

They are Cora Seaborne and Will Ransome. Cora, a well-to-do 

London widow moves to the Essex Parish of Aldwinter and Will is the 

local Vicar. The village is engulfed by rumours that the mythical Essex 

Serpent once said to roam the marshes has returned. 

 

The venue for this new group will be confirmed nearer the time. 

Keith Thompson (871543) and I (874655) will advise on the details. 

 

Anne Hindle 
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LADIES’ FELLOWSHIP 
 

Hello Members of the Ladies’ Fellowship, hope you have had a good 

holiday either at home or away. There may be some ladies of our 

congregation who have heard of us, would like to join us, but are not 

quite sure what the procedure is. 

  

Well, we are very friendly group who meet every first and third 

Thursday in the month. We begin our meetings at 7.45pm. Jean 

Rashleigh is our Registrar and our fees are £3 per meeting, which we 

use to engage speakers and to contribute towards heating and 

lighting. We meet in Church, which means we have access to the 

microphones and projector and we usually have a speaker; 

sometimes we have a musical evening and on other occasions a 

slide show or video of holiday places and/or places of interest to visit. 

We usually finish our meeting about 9.30pm after some social time 

over our tea/coffee and biscuit. 

 

On 6th September we are having a Member’s evening, which is 

entitled “Who Do You Think I Am?” I will be leading the meeting and 

Marie Moncaster is going to be our compere. 

 

20th September is our next meeting and this will be given by Emma 

Owen and her title is “Knowing My True Identity”, Marjorie Harrop will 

be leading. 

 

Our first meeting in October is on 

4th and will be an Open Evening, 

when the Stockport Ukulele 

Band are coming to entertain 

us. Entrance fee will be £3. The 

meeting will begin at 7.45pm 

and we look forward to seeing 

you and welcoming new 

members 

 

Sandra Townsend 
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RESULTS OF HOLIDAY WORD-SEARCH 
 

The July/August word search was based on words or names which refer 

to a type of “measure, size or number”.  Alphabetically, the 28 names 

are as follows: 
 

ACRE, AMPERE, ATMOSPHERE, BALTHAZAR, BUSHEL, BUTT, CABLE, 

DENIER, ELEPHANT, FARENHEIT (this is the “faulty word” I alluded to, 

which should of course be FAHRENHEIT!), FATHOM, FURLONG, GALLON, 

GRAM, HOGSHEAD, HUNDRED, JEROBOAM, LITRE, LUMEN, METHUSELAH, 

METRE, NEBUCHADNEZZAR, OUNCE, PARSEC, PUNCHEON, RADIAN, 

RICHTER, THOUSAND. 
 

The unused letters in the grid combined to form a sentence in Leviticus, 

chapter 19, verse 35: “Do not use dishonest standards when measuring 

length, weight or quantity”. 
 

I hope you enjoyed the challenge. 

John Turner 

 

HOPE AND ANCHOR – AN INVITATION… 
 

Hope and Anchor is now in its fifth year and continues to be a place 

for those ‘within and without’ the church - a way of supporting 

people’s emotional well-being and mental health…when life gets 

‘too much’…when things become stressful…when you become 

anxious or low in mood. Stress affects all of us at some time and in 

different ways – none of us are immune. 
 

Hope and Anchor is a group which provides a place and time where 

you can be yourself, whether you are young or old, male or female. 

Come and join us! We meet together for chat, activities, reflection, 

challenge, support and laughter, on the first Wednesday in the 

month, from 8.00pm – 9:30pm. 
 

Venue: the Poynton Baptist Church Upper Room - above the old 

ASDA supermarket. Further details are through the Church Office or 

hopeandanchor.pbc@btconnect.com 
 

Susanne Chapman, Sue Brookes, Gill Berg and Janet Ayres  

mailto:hopeandanchor.pbc@btconnect.com
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Charity Christmas Market 

Saturday 10th November 

10am – 12.30pm 

If you would like a stall for 

your charity please 

contact      
 

mandy.hawkyard@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

SUNNY MONEY 
 

Quite a few of you have been enquiring how the solar panels are 

doing in view of this year’s exceptionally sunny weather, so here are 

the figures for the second quarter (21st May to 21st August) from 

when the panels were installed. 

 

Year El generated 

kWh 

FIT £ Export £ Electricity 

saved £ 

2012 3378 1337 54 177 

2013 3692 1507 60 193 

2014 3529 1479 60 194 

2015 3602 1534 62 198 

2016 3400 1465 59 187 

2017 3346 1478 59 220 

2018 3981 approx. 1831 74 262 

 

Chris Hawkyard 

 

Our Church Family encourages everyone 
To go out, share the Good News and serve in the world. 
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NEWS FROM PRESCHOOL 
 

This Summer holiday I have been busy running a holiday club at 

preschool on Wednesdays and Thursdays, but the week before that 

started, I went on a Forest Schools Training course (paid for by a 

generous donation from Poynton Round Table) to improve further our 

already outstanding outdoor learning. 

 

What Are Forest Schools? 

“A Forest School is an innovative educational approach to outdoor 

play and learning. 

“The philosophy of Forest Schools is to encourage and inspire 

individuals of any age through positive outdoor experiences.” 

 

Forest Schools aim to develop: 

• Self-Awareness 

• Self-Regulation 

• Intrinsic motivation 

• Empathy 

• Good social communication skills 

• Independence 

• A positive mental attitude, self-esteem and confidence 

 

*** 

 

Every day at preschool we provide fruit for a healthy snack, both 

morning and afternoon. This is quite costly and I’m wondering if 

church members have fruit that they would donate to preschool this 

harvest season. 

 

I am very willing to collect if required. Please contact me through 

church members, by phone 01625 871115, or email 

pmcprechool@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Thank you. 

 

Sarah Parker 
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“It took us 9 hours to fly back from Jamaica to England. It only took the 

Americans 3 hours to get home. That seems unfair” (Holiday complaint) 

“We had to line up outside to catch the boat and there was no air-

conditioning” (Another complaint) 
 

THE OCTOBER HERALD 
Closing date for submissions will be 19th September (or earlier if 
possible). Please place articles in the Herald pigeonhole or preferably 

send them by e-mail to: arnoldsamuels@btinternet.com (marketing 

spam automatically deleted).  
 

TO ALL HERALD DISTRIBUTORS 

The October Herald will be available for you to pick up from 28th 

September. There are events taking place in the first week of each 

new magazine and we hope that as many readers as possible 

receive the details in time. 

 

To all those who are listed as contacts on our back page 

Please tell us via a note in the Herald pigeonhole whenever there are 

changes to times or contacts. We only know when we are told. 
 

Copyright 

Many thanks once again to all our contributors. We have no problem 

with those that are the work of the sender, but sometimes we receive 

pieces for inclusion that have appeared elsewhere. These too are 

welcome. If you wish to contribute in this way, please obtain permission 

and let us know the source so that due acknowledgement can be 

made. 
 

The back page contains a list of useful contacts. You will find others in the 

Church Contact List, the Circuit Plan and the Circuit Directory. Our website 

is: http://www.poyntonmethodist.org, find us on Twitter by searching for 

@PoyntonMC or on Facebook via facebook.com/poyntonmethodist 
 

The connexional website:  http://www.methodist.org.uk contains a wealth 

of useful and interesting information including President and Vice-President 

blogs about the visits they are making. 
 

To donate furniture or arrange a house clearance and help Romania and 

other countries, contact Jeff Stoker, LIM Distribution Manager on 0796 

7751494.
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Until our new minister arrives in March/April 2019, interim pastoral arrangements will 

operate (see p 27). Contacts are John Turner, Noreen Hood, Helen Ives or Jean 

Drinkwater A copy of these details is also on the notice board near Room 4. Non-

pastoral comments and queries may as usual be directed to the stewards either in 

person or by email to office@poyntonmethodist.org or the church office telephone 

(871592) both of which the stewards are monitoring. For Church Notices and office 

queries please use these same contacts. Our Children and Young People’s Worker, 

Annie Truman may be in the office between 9.00am and 3.00pm on Tuesday, 

Wednesday or Thursday and her email is annie@poyntonmethodist.org 

EVERY WEEKDAY 

 8.30am-3.00pm Preschool. Varying sessions also available. (Sarah Parker 871115 

 and pmcpreschool@hotmail.co.uk) Extended hours available 7.30am - 5.30pm 

 #Kids Zone – (Pam Dowd 07717 003 322, kidszonepoynton@btinternet.com) 

 7.30am and 3.00pm - Before & after school club 

 7.30am to 6.00pm - Holiday care  

 10.00am to 12.30pm #Open Hands Room 4 (878589) Coffee in the Lounge 

MONDAY 

 10.00-11.00am Discussion Group/Bible Study (Theo Eaves 875162) 

 7.30pm - *+ House group at the Dawson’s led by Catharine Hughes 

TUESDAY 

9.45am-10.45am  Meeting for Prayer (Mandy Hawkyard 875032) 

9.00am Prayer Breakfast at the Kingfisher, Third Tuesday 

 12.00 noon *Service and Lunch 1st First Tuesday (Mandy Hawkyard 875032) 

  7.30-9.00pm 3rd Poynton Guides and Rangers (Lyndsay Lamb 07950 187 480) 

WEDNESDAY 

  5-6.00pm #2nd Poynton Rainbows (Sue Dyson 07515 883 585) 

  6.00-7.30pm #2nd Poynton Brownies (Catherine Potts 07979 955 804) 

  7.30-9.00pm #4th Poynton Guides (Alison Southern 07905 133 073) 

THURSDAY 

  9.30-11.30am Parents & Toddlers (Judy Gibbons 878016/Margaret Martin 874883) 

 12.00 noon *Communion and lunch 3rd Thursday (Rev J Wiseman 871592) 

  7.30-9.00pm #1st Poynton Guides (Georgia Eyre 07989 360 850) 

  7.30-9.30pm *Ladies’ Fellowship (Sandra Townsend 878563) 

SATURDAY 

 9.00-11.00am Who let the Dads out? 4th Sat. (Rev John Wiseman 871592) 

 7.30pm *Exploring Faith through film (Discussion on Monday – Rev John Wiseman) 

SUNDAY 

  10.30am Crèche – 0-3 years (Denise Reid 871961) 

  10.30am Young Church – 3-11 years (Rachel/Ian Hall 872062) 

  10.30am Evolve – 11-18 years (Sally Holmes 260451/Jane Robson 879998) 

   4.00pm  *Café Church First Sunday (Helen Holmes 260451) 

All the activities listed here take place weekly on Church premises except for:  

 *fortnightly or monthly     +not on Church premises    #not PMC organised 

(Please see the weekly notices or the notice board in the corridor for details). 

ROOM BOOKING APPLICATIONS – Helen Ives (872465) 14 days notice requested if possible. 


